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According to a recent study by the General Accounting Office (GAO), the Pentagon's performance
thus far in curbing the drug trade has been dismal, in terms of time and money invested in actual
drug seizures and arrests. In 1987, the Air Force spent $2.6 million on six drug seizures and 10 arrests
with the use of its sophisticated Airborne Warning and Control System (AWACS) surveillance
planes. Thus, each seizure cost an average $433,000. The payoff was slightly better during the
first quarter of fiscal 1988: two seizures and three arrests at a cost of $678,000. Each seizure had an
average price tag of about $339,000. In 1987, the Navy and Coast Guard spent $40 million to capture
20 boats harboring 225,000 pounds of marijuana and 550 pounds of cocaine. The average cost per
seizure here was $2 million. These cases produced 110 arrests. The GAO's conclusions were rather
ambiguous: "Determining the value of DOD assistance is difficult"; "Results of increased military
interdiction assistance are uncertain"; "[T]here is no agreement among experts that increased
federal interdiction efforts, with or without increasing levels of DOD assistance, will significantly
reduce the amount of drugs entering the United States." A report by the Pentagon to Congress
stated that a major effort by the military to close US borders to drug traffickers would cost $6.2
billion a year. In a recent interview with The Norfolk Virginian-Pilot, Defense Secretary Frank
Carlucci said he had a "lot of trouble" with congressional efforts to further involve the military in
drug interdiction: "Our military doesn't want to do it. If they had wanted to be law enforcement
people, they would have gone into police work." (Basic data from Washington Post, 06/03/88)
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